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GANNETT CEO TO SPEAK AT DEAN STONE NIGHT
DINNER AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
MISSOULA—

John J. Curley, president of the nation's largest newspaper group and
first editor of the national newspaper USA Today, will speak at the annual
Dean Stone Night dinner of the University of Montana School of Journalism on
Friday, May 10.

His topic will be "Freedom and Responsibility of the Press."

Curley, 46, is chief operating officer of the Gannett Co., Inc., which
publishes USA Today, 84 other daily newspapers

and 35 non-dailies,

and

in

addition owns six television stations, 18 radio stations and North America's
largest outdoor advertising group.

Gannett recently agreed to buy two more

daily papers, two weeklies and the national newspaper magazine Family Weekly.
The

journalism school will

award prizes

and

scholarships worth more

than $11,000 at the banquet, which honors the memory of Arthur L. Stone, an
editor of the Missoulian who founded the school in 1914 and became its first
dean.

The event will be in the University Center Ballroom at 6:30 p.m. after

a social hour.

A reception at the Missoula Sheraton will follow.

Curley will

meet

media professionals
11.

informally with students,

in the journalism

library at

faculty members and news
10 a.m. on Saturday,

The question-and-answer session will be open to the public.

(over)

May

Dean Stone Night— add one
Curley is a native of Easton, Pa., and a graduate of Dickinson College,
Carlisle, Pa.

After service in the Army he worked as a reporter and editor

for The Associated Press in New York and New Jersey, and for newspapers in
Perth Amboy, N.J., and Asbury Park, N.J.
He began his career with Gannett in 1969, serving first in editorial
capacities

in Rochester,

N.Y.,

and Bridgewater,

N.J.

In

1971

he

became

publisher and president as well as editor of the Bridgewater Courier-News.
He then served successively as chief of Gannett's Washington Bureau, general
manager of the Gannett News Service, vice president/news of the Gannett Co.,
president and publisher of the Wilmington (Del.) News-Journal, and president
of the Gannett Mid-Atlantic Newspaper Group.
He was named editor of USA Today in January

1982, and was in charge

when the first issue was published the following September.

He remained with

the paper only until the following April, when he was appointed senior vice
president

of the Gannett Co. and president

of its Newspaper Division.

He

became a director of Gannett in June 1983, and was appointed president and
chief operating officer of the company in March 1984.
While Curley was general manager of the Gannett News Service it became
the

first

news

agency of

its kind

to win

the Pulitzer

Prize

for public

service.
For
243-4001.

dinner

reservations,

write

Tickets are $10.93.

tt

the

School

of Journalism or call

